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In September 2015, the United Nations launched
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, a
beautiful blueprint for global peace and prosperity.
In adopting the 2030 Agenda, countries
demonstrated a remarkable determination to take
bold and transformative steps to shift the world
onto a more sustainable and resilient path.

However, after 5 years of uneven progress and
with less than 10 years to go, and despite progress
in many areas, it is clear that action to meet the
17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs) is not
yet advancing at the speed or scale required. In
response, at the SDG summit in September 2019,
the United Nations Secretary-General called on
all sectors of society to mobilize for a Decade of
Action to accelerate the development of
sustainable solutions for the world s biggest
challenges ranging from poverty and inequality
to climate change and closing the finance gap.

It is therefore necessary and timely that the 2020
edition of The State of World Fisheries and
Agquaculture is devoted to the topic of Sustainability
in Action. The fisheries and aquaculture sector has
much to contribute to securing all the SDGs, but is
at the core of SDG 14 Conserve and sustainably
use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development. As custodian of four out
of ten indicators of SDG 14 progress, FAO has an
obligation to accelerate the global momentum to
secure healthy and productive oceans, a momentum
whose pace will receive further impetus at the
second United Nations Ocean Conference.

The 2020 edition of The State of World Fisheries
and Aquaculture continues to demonstrate the
significant and growing role of fisheries and
aquaculture in providing food, nutrition and
employment. It also shows the major challenges
ahead despite the progress made on a number of
fronts. For example, there is growing evidence
that when fisheries are properly managed, stocks
are consistently above target levels or rebuilding,
giving credibility to the fishery managers and
governments around the world that are willing to

I vil

take strong action. However, the report also
demonstrates that the successes achieved in some
countries and regions have not been sufficient to
reverse the global trend of overfished stocks,
indicating that in places where fisheries
management is not in place, or is ineffective, the
status of fish stocks is poor and deteriorating.
This unequal progress highlights the urgent need
to replicate and re-adapt successful policies and
measures in the light of the realities and needs of
specific fisheries. It calls for new mechanisms to
support the effective implementation of policy
and management regulations for sustainable
fisheries and ecosystems, as the only solution to
ensure fisheries around the world are sustainable.

FAO is a technical agency created to fight hunger
and poverty. Yet, as we approach a world of

10 billion people, we face the fact that since

2015 the numbers of undernourished and
malnourished people have been growing. While
there is no silver bullet to fix this problem, there
is little doubt that we will need to use innovative
solutions to produce more food, ensure access to
it, and improve nutrition. While capture fisheries
will remain relevant, aquaculture has already
demonstrated its crucial role in global food
security, with its production growing at

7.5 percent per year since 1970. Recognizing the
capacity of aquaculture for further growth, but
also the enormity of the environmental
challenges the sector must face as it intensifies
production, demands new sustainable aquaculture
development strategies. Such strategies need to
harness technical developments in, for example,
feeds, genetic selection, biosecurity and disease
control, and digital innovation, with business
developments in investment and trade. The
priority should be to further develop aquaculture
in Africa and in other regions where population
growth will challenge food systems most.

The FAO Hand-in-Hand Initiative is an ideal
framework for efforts that combine fisheries and
aquaculture trends and challenges in the context
of blue growth. The Hand-in-Hand Initiative



aims to accelerate food systems transformation
through matching donors with recipients, using
the best data and information available. This
evidence-based, country-led and country-owned
initiative prioritizes countries where
infrastructure, national capacities and
international support are most limited, and
where efficient collaboration and partnerships to
transfer skills and technology can be of
particular benefit. For example, climate change
impacts on marine capture fisheries are
projected to be more significant in tropical
regions of Africa and Asia, where warming is
expected to decrease productivity. Targeted
fisheries and aquaculture development
interventions in these regions, addressing their
specific needs for food, trade and livelihoods,
can provide the transformational change we
need to feed everyone, everywhere.

Part of these targeted interventions is the
recognition that most food systems affect the
environment, but that there are trade-offs to
ensure we improve food and nutrition security
while minimizing the impacts on their supportive
ecosystems. Fish and fisheries products are
actually recognized not only as some of the
healthiest foods on the planet, but also as some
of the less impactful on the natural environment.
For these reasons, they must be better considered
in national, regional and global food security and
nutrition strategies, and contribute to the
ongoing transformation of food systems to ensure
we eliminate hunger and malnutrition.

For FAO, 2020 is an important year in its history.
It is the seventy-fifth anniversary of its creation
FAO is the oldest permanent specialized agency
of the United Nations. It is also the twenty-fifth
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anniversary of the FAO Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries, the blueprint that has
guided fisheries and aquaculture policy
development around the world. However, there is
no time for celebrations. These anniversaries
remind us of the reason for our existence, they
are calls to action, springboards for change, for a
rapidly changing world in need of innovative and
transformative solutions to old as well as new
problems. As this report was being prepared,
COVID-19 emerged as one of the greatest
challenges that we have faced together since the
creation of FAO. The deep socio-economic
consequences of this pandemic will make our
fight to defeat hunger and poverty harder and
more challenging. As fisheries and aquaculture is
one of the sectors most impacted by the
pandemic, the baseline information provided in
this report is already helping FAO respond with
technical solutions and targeted interventions.

The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture is the
only publication of its kind, which for years has
provided technical insight and factual
information on a sector crucial for societal
success. Among other things, the report
highlights major trends and patterns observed in
global fisheries and aquaculture and scans the
horizon for new and emerging areas that need to
be considered if we are to manage aquatic
resources sustainably into the future. | hope this
edition will have even greater quantitative and
qualitative impact than previous editions, making
valuable contributions in helping us meet the
challenges of the twenty-first century.

Qu Dongyu
FAO Director-General



The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2020 is the product of a 15-month process that began in
March 2019. An editorial board was formed, made up of staff from the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture
Department, supported by a core executive team including the Director of the FAO Fisheries and
Aquaculture Department (FIA), five staff and consultants of the department s Statistics and Information
Branch, and a representative of the FAO Office of Corporate Communication. Chaired by the

FIA Director, the editorial board met at regular intervals to plan the structure and content, refine
terminology, review progress and address issues.

The editorial board decided to modify the structure of the 2020 edition, and to retain the format and
process of previous years only Part 1, World Review. Part 2 would be renamed Sustainability in Action,
and focus on issues coming to the fore in 2019 2020. In particular, it would examine issues related to
Sustainable Development Goal 14 and its indicators for which FAO is the custodian United Nations
agency. Sections would cover various aspects of fisheries and aquaculture sustainability: assessing,
monitoring, developing policies, securing, reporting and context. The editorial board also decided that
Part 2 should open with a special section marking the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Code of Conduct
for Responsible Fisheries (the Code) and reporting on the progress made since the Code s adoption. Part 3
would form the final part of the publication, covering projections (outlook) and emerging issues.

This decision for a revised structure was based on feedback received from internal and external reviewers
on the previous edition, including an on-line questionnaire. The revision was guided by the management
of the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, and benefited from inputs from the department s
different branches. This structure was approved by the department s senior management.

Between April and May 2019, department staff were invited to identify suitable topics and contributors for
Parts 2 and 3, and the editorial board compiled and refined an outline of the publication. The process
from planning through to review involved virtually all officers in the department at headquarters, while
decentralized staff were invited to contribute regional stories. The revised structure was accompanied by
a change in the authoring leadership for Part 2 various editorial board members were each assigned
responsibility for a theme containing at least two sections. Many FAO authors contributed (some to
multiple sections), as did several authors external to FAO (see Acknowledgements).

In June 2019, a summary of Parts 2 and 3 was prepared with the inputs of all lead authors, and revised
based on feedback from the editorial board. The summary document was submitted to the department s
management and the FAO Deputy Director-General, Climate and Natural Resources, for approval in June
2019. This document then formed the blueprint guiding authors in the drafting of the publication.

Parts 2 and 3 were drafted between September and December 2019, edited for technical and language

content, and submitted in January 2020 for review by FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
management, by external experts and by the editorial board.
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The world review in Part 1 is based on FAO s official fishery and aquaculture statistics. To reflect the
most up-to-date statistics available, this part was drafted in February March 2020 upon annual closure of
the various thematic databases in which the data are structured. The statistics are the outcome of an
established programme to ensure the best possible information, including assistance to enhance
countries capacity to collect and submit data according to international standards. The process is one of
careful collation, revision and validation. In the absence of national reporting, FAO may make estimates
based on the best data available from other sources or through standard methodologies.

A draft of the publication was sent for comments to other FAO departments and regional offices, and a
final draft was submitted to the Office of the FAO Deputy Director-General, Climate and Natural
Resources, and to the Office of the FAO Director-General for approval.

lix |



The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2020 was prepared under the overall direction of Manuel Barange
and an editorial board under his leadership, comprising Vera Agostini, Marcio Castro de Souza,

Nicole Franz, Kim Friedman, Graham Mair, Julian Plummer, Marc Taconet, Raymon van Anrooy and
Kiran Viparthi.

Main authors (all affiliated with FAO, unless otherwise stated) were:

Part 1

Capture fisheries production: James Geehan (lead author)

Aquaculture production: Xiaowei Zhou (lead author)

Fishers and fish farmers; Fishing fleet: Jennifer Gee (lead author)

Status of fishery resources: Yimin Ye (lead author), TarBb Bahri, Pedro Barros, Simon Funge-Smith,
Nicolas Gutierrez, Jeremy Mendoza-Hill, Hassan Moustahfid, Yukio Takeuchi, Merete Tandstad,
Marcelo Vasconcellos

Fish utilization and processing: Stefania Vannuccini (lead author), Ansen Ward, Molly Ahern, Omar Riego Penarubia,
Pierre Ami Maudoux

Fish consumption: Stefania Vannuccini (lead author), Felix Dent, Gabriella Laurenti

Fish trade and products: Stefania Vannuccini (lead author), Felix Dent

Part 2

How has the Code supported the adoption of sustainable practices?: Rebecca Metzner (lead author), Alexander Ford,
Joseph Zelasney, Nicole Franz

Progress on the road to sustainability X what the Code questionnaire reveals: Joseph Zelasney (lead author), Alexander Ford,
Rebecca Metzner, Nicole Franz

FAO fisheries and aquaculture data and information systems: Marc Taconet (lead author), Aureliano Gentile,

Stefania Savore, Riccardo Fortuna

An aquatic genetic resources information system to support sustainable growth in aquaculture: Graham Mair (lead author),
Daniela Lucente, Marc Taconet, Stefania Savore, Tamsin Vicary, Xiaowei Zhou

Combating illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing: Eszter Hidas (lead author), Matthew Camilleri, Giuliano Carrara,
Alicia Mosteiro

Product legality and origin: John Ryder and Nianjun Shen (lead authors)

Sustainability, tenure, access and user rights: Rebecca Metzner (lead author), Amber Himes Cornell, Nicole Franz,
Juan Lechuga Sanchez, Lena Westlund, Kwang Suk Oh, Ruben Sanchez Daroqui

Social sustainability along value chains: Marcio Castro de Souza (lead author), Mariana Toussaint

Responsible fishing practices: Raymon van Anrooy (lead author), Mariaeleonora D Andrea, Carlos Fuentevilla,
Amparo Perez Roda

Guidelines and best practices for sustainable aquaculture: Lionel Dabbadie (lead author), Rodrigo Roubach

Fisheries, aquaculture and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: Audun Lem (lead author), William Griffin
Stock sustainability: Yimin Ye (lead author)

Progress in implementing international instruments to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing: Matthew Camilleri
(lead author), Giuliano Carrara, Eszter Hidas



Providing access for small-scale fishers to marine resources and markets: Nicole Franz (lead author), Jennifer Gee,
Joseph Zelasney, Valerio Crespi, Sofiane Mahjoub

Economic benefits from sustainable fisheries: Marcio Castro de Souza (lead author), Weiwei Wang
Mainstreaming biodiversity in fisheries and aquaculture: Kim Friedman (lead author), Raymon van Anrooy,
Amber Himes-Cornell, Pedro Barros, Simon Funge-Smith, Matthias Halwart, Graham Mair,
Piero Mannini, Rodrigo Roubach, Vera Agostini

Sustainability in areas beyond national jurisdiction: Piero Mannini (lead author), Alejandro Anganuzzi,
William Emerson

(limate change adaptation strategies: Florence Poulain (lead author), TarBb Bahri, Felix Inostroza Cortds,
Alessandro Lovatelli, Stefania Savore

Abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear and its pollution of the marine environment: Raymon van Anrooy
(lead author), Ingrid Giskes, Pingguo He

Fish in food systems strategies for food security and nutrition: Molly Ahern (lead author), John Ryder

Blue growth achievements: Lahsen Ababouch (international expert on fisheries and aquaculture; lead author),
Henry De Bey, Vera Agostini

Part 3

Fisheries and aquaculture projections: Stefania Vannuccini (lead author), Pierre Maudoux, Felix Dent

and Adrienne Egger

Illuminating Hidden Harvests: Kate Bevitt (WorldFish) (lead author), Nicole Franz, Giulia Gorelli, Xavier Basurto
(Duke University)

Improving the assessment of global inland fisheries: Simon Funge-Smith (lead author)

New and disruptive technologies for innovative data systems and practices: Marc Taconet (lead author), Nada Bougouss,
Anton Ellenbroek, Aureliano Gentile, Yann Laurent, Nianjun Shen

Aquaculture Biosecurity: Melba Reantaso (lead author), Xiaowei Zhou

Towards a new vision for capture fisheries in the twenty-first century: Manuel Barange

The publication also benefited from external review by Professor Massimo Spagnolo (Institute for
Economic Research in Fishery and Aquaculture) and Kevern Cochrane (Department of Ichthyology
and Fisheries Science, Rhodes University, South Africa). They are acknowledged for their significant
contributions. The report was reviewed internally by Vera Agostini, Manuel Barange and the
editorial board, as well as by colleagues in other technical divisions of FAO beyond the Fisheries and
Aquaculture Department.

The Meeting Programming and Documentation Service of the FAO Conference, Council and Protocol
Affairs Division provided translation and printing services.

The Publishing Group (OCCP) in FAO s Office for Corporate Communication provided editorial support,
design and layout, as well as production coordination, for editions in all six official languages.
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ABBREVIATIONS

2030XAGENDA

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
ABNJ

areas beyond national jurisdiction

ALDFG

abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded shing gear
AQGR

aquatic genetic resources

ASFA

Aguatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts

ASFIS

Aguatic Sciences and Fisheries Information System
CBD

Convention on Biological Diversity

CDbs

catch documentation scheme

CFS

Committee on Food Security

CITES

Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

CMM
conservation management measure

CMS
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals

CODE
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries

COFI
Committee on Fisheries

COVID-19
coronavirus disease

cwpP
Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics

DHA
docosahexaenoic acid

DSF
deep-sea shing
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EAA

ecosystem approach to aquaculture
EAF

ecosystem approach to sheries
EEZ

exclusive economic zone

EPA

eicosapentaenoic acid

FBS

FAO Food Balance Sheets

FIRMS

Fisheries and Resources Monitoring System
FPI

FAO Fish Price Index

GDP

gross domestic product

GESAMP

United Nations Joint Group of Experts on the Scienti ¢
Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection

GIAHS
Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems

GIES
global information exchange system

GLOBAL RECORD
Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport
Vessels and Supply Vessels

GPA
global plan of action

GRSF
Global Record of Stocks and Fisheries

GSP
Generalized System of Preferences

GSSI
Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative

HACCP
Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (system)

HS
Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System



ICZM
integrated coastal zone management

IFFO
Marine Ingredients Organisation

IHH
llluminating Hidden Harvests

ILO
International Labour Organization

IMO
International Maritime Organization

[V]V)
illegal, unreported and unregulated ( shing)

LDC
least developed country

LIFDC
low-income food-de cit country

LOA
length overall

MCS
monitoring, control and surveillance

MPA
marine protected area

MSY
maximum sustainable yield

NGO
non-governmental organization

OECD
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

OECM
other effective area-based conservation measure

PMP/AB
Progressive Management Pathway for Improving
Aquaculture Biosecurity

PSMA
Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and
Eliminate lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing

PUFA
polyunsaturated fatty acid
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RAI
Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture
and Food Systems

RFB
regional shery body

RFMO/A
regional sheries management organization/arrangement

RSN
Regional Fishery Body Secretariats Network

SAG
Sustainable Aquaculture Guidelines

SDG
Sustainable Development Goal

SIDS
small island developing State

SPF
speci ¢ pathogen-free

SSFXGUIDELINES

Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable
Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security
and Poverty Eradication

UNCLOS
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

VGGT
Voluntary Guidelines for Responsible Governance of Land,
Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security

VGMFG
Voluntary Guidelines for the Marking of Fishing Gear

VME
vulnerable marine ecosystem

WCO
World Customs Organization

WSSD
World Summit on Sustainable Development

WTO
World Trade Organization
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Note: At the time of writing (March 2020), the
COVID-19 pandemic has affected most countries

in the world, with severe impacts on the global
economy and the food production and distribution
sector, including fisheries and aquaculture. FAO is
monitoring the situation closely to assess the overall
impact of the pandemic on fisheries and aquaculture
production, consumption and trade.

OVERVIEW

Scientific developments of the last 50 years

have led to a much improved understanding of
the functioning of aquatic ecosystems, and to
global awareness of the need to manage them

in a sustainable manner. Twenty-five years

after the adoption of the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries (the Code; FAO, 1995), the
importance of utilizing fisheries and aquaculture
resources responsibly is now widely recognized
and prioritized. The Code has informed the
development of international instruments,
policies and programmes to support responsible
management efforts globally, regionally and
nationally. These efforts have been consolidated
and prioritized since 2015 to particularly
address, in a coherent and coordinated manner,
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans,

seas and marine resources for sustainable
development and other SDGs relevant to
fisheries and aquaculture. To this end, the
implementation of science-based fisheries and
aquaculture management policies, coupled

with predictable and transparent regimes for
international fish utilization and trade, are
widely accepted as minimum substantive criteria
for sustainable fisheries and aquaculture.

To support evidence-based endeavours, this
edition of The State of World Fisheries and
Aquaculture presents updated and verified

121

statistics of the sector, and analyses current
and emerging issues and approaches needed to
accelerate international efforts to achieve the
goal of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture.

Global fish! production is estimated to have
reached about 179 million tonnes in 2018

(Table 12 and Figure 1), with a total first sale

value estimated at USD 401 billion, of which
82 million tonnes, valued at USD 250 billion,
came from aquaculture production. Of the
overall total, 156 million tonnes were used

for human consumption, equivalent to an
estimated annual supply of 20.5 kg per capita.
The remaining 22 million tonnes were destined
for non-food uses, mainly to produce fishmeal
and fish oil (Figure 2). Aquaculture accounted for
46 percent of the total production and 52 percent
of fish for human consumption. China has
remained a major fish producer, accounting

for 35 percent of global fish production in

2018. Excluding China, a significant share of
production in 2018 came from Asia (34 percent),
followed by the Americas (14 percent), Europe
(10 percent), Africa (7 percent) and Oceania

(1 percent). Total fish production has seen
important increases in all the continents in the
last few decades, except Europe (with a gradual
decrease from the late 1980s, but recovering
slightly in the last few years) and the Americas
(with several ups and downs since the peak of
the mid-1990s, mainly due to fluctuations in
catches of anchoveta), whereas it has almost
doubled during the last 20 years in Africa and
Asia (Figure 3).

1 Unless otherwise specified, throughout this publication, the term
fish indicates fish, crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic animals, but
excludes aquatic mammals, reptiles, seaweeds and other aquatic plants.

2 In the tables in this publication, figures may not sum to totals
because of rounding.
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TABLE 1

WORLD FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE PRODUCTION, UTILIZATION AND TRADE'

1986 1995 1996 2005 2006 2015

2016

Average per year

(million tonnes, live weight)

Production

Capture

Inland 6.4 8.3 10.6 11.4 11.9 12.0
Marine 80.5 83.0 79.3 78.3 81.2 84.4
Total capture 86.9 91.4 89.8 89.6 93.1 96.4
Aquaculture

Inland 8.6 19.8 36.8 48.0 49.6 51.3
Marine 6.3 14.4 22.8 28.5 30.0 30.8
Total aquaculture 14.9 34.2 59.7 76.5 79.5 82.1
Total world fisheries and aquaculture 101.8 125.6 149.5 166.1 172.7 178.5
Utilization?

Human consumption 71.8 98.5 129.2 148.2 152.9 156.4
Non-food uses 29.9 27.1 20.3 17.9 19.7 22.2
Population (billions)? 5.4 6.2 7.0 7.5 7.5 7.6
Per capita apparent consumption (kg) 13.4 15.9 18.4 19.9 20.3 20.5
Trade

Fish exports in quantity 34.9 46.7 56.7 59.5 64.9 67.1
Share of exports in total production 34.3% 37.2% 37.9% 35.8% 37.6% 37.6%
Fish exports in value (USD billions) 37.0 59.6 117.1 142.6 156.0 164.1

! Excludes aquatic mammals, crocodiles, alligators and caimans, seaweeds and other aquatic plants. Totals may not match due to rounding.

? Utilization data for 2014X2018 are provisional estimates.
3 Source of population figures: UN DESA, 2019.

Global food fish consumption® increased at an
average annual rate of 3.1 percent from 1961 to
2017, a rate almost twice that of annual world
population growth (1.6 percent) for the same
period, and higher than that of all other animal
protein foods (meat, dairy, milk, etc.), which
increased by 2.1 percent per year. Per capita food

3 The term food fish refers to fish destined for human consumption,
thus excluding fish for non-food uses. The term consumption refers to
apparent consumption, which is the average food available for
consumption, which, for a number of reasons (for example, waste at the
household level), is not equal to food intake.
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fish consumption grew from 9.0 kg (live weight
equivalent) in 1961 to 20.5 kg in 2018, by about
1.5 percent per year.

Despite persistent differences in levels of

fish consumption between regions and

individual States, clear trends can be identified.

In developed countries, apparent fish

consumption increased from 17.4 kg per capita

in 1961 to peak at 26.4 kg per capita in 2007, and
gradually declined thereafter to reach 24.4 kg

in 2017. In developing countries, apparent »



FIGURE 1
WORLD CAPTURE FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE PRODUCTION
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FIGURE 2
WORLD FISH UTILIZATION AND APPARENT CONSUMPTION
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FIGURE 3
REGIONAL CONTRIBUTION TO WORLD FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE PRODUCTION
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SOURCE: FAO.

fish consumption significantly increased from
5.2 kg per capita in 1961 to 19.4 kg in 2017, at an
average annual rate of 2.4 percent. Among these,
the least developed countries (LDCs) increased
their consumption from 6.1 kg in 1961 to 12.6 kg
in 2017, at an average annual rate of 1.3 percent.
This rate has increased significantly in the last
20 years, reaching 2.9 percent per year, because
of expanding fish production and imports.

In low-income food-deficit countries (LIFDCs),
fish consumption increased from 4.0 kg in 1961
to 9.3 kg in 2017, at a stable annual rate of about
1.5 percent.

In 2017, fish consumption accounted for
17 percent of the global population s intake of
animal proteins, and 7 percent of all proteins
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consumed. Globally, fish provided more than
3.3 billion people with 20 percent of their
average per capita intake of animal proteins,
reaching 50 percent or more in countries such
as Bangladesh, Cambodia, the Gambia, Ghana,
Indonesia, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka and several
small island developing States (SIDS).

Global capture fisheries production in 2018
reached a record 96.4 million tonnes (Table 1

and Figure 1), an increase of 5.4 percent from the
average of the previous three years. The increase
was mostly driven by marine capture fisheries,
where production increased from 81.2 million
tonnes in 2017 to 84.4 million tonnes in 2018, still
below the all-time